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DISCOURSE 


TENDING 


TO PROVE THF 
BAPTISME 


IN, OR UNDER 


The DefeRion of ANTicarist to he 
the Ordinance of Jeſu ( hrif?. 


AS ALSO 


That the Baptiſme of Infants or Children is warranta- 
ble, and agreeable tothe word of Go Þ. | 


Where the ity of the eſtateof Chriſts Chuychin 


the world, and the everlaſtingneſle of the Covenant 
of Almighty GO Þ to Abraham are (ct forth as maine 
Grounds, and ſundry other particular things are 
controverted and diſcuſſed. 


By Þ. Baktbonk 
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Stand in the Way, ake for the old way Which © the geod Way, wake therein, and 
youſhall fende reſt to your Soules, Jer. 6. 16. 


If it be of God, yee cannot deſtroy it, leſt you become fighters againſt God, 
AQts 5- 38. 


Stand faſt Brethren, and keepc the Ordinances or Traditions you have bin taught by 
word or by Epiſtle, 2 Thel. 2. 15. | Abe ,16 ll 
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| Thebvith tothe Reaves, 


Courteous RB ADER, 


DT ſeemeth'to be the worke of thu preſent 

(2 | age, to be upon the meaſuring of the Tem- 

©) ple, the Altar, and them that worthip Rev.r1.r. 
IP therin; about the meaſuring of which 
; things, though the truth and true mea- 
ſure be but one, yet the perſons meaſurinz, are very 
various, and much differing, not only concerning the 
right underſtanding of the meaſure, but alſo concern- 
ing the things meaſured: hence it ts that diverſitie 
of opinions aud pratiiſcs are found amongſt perſons 
ooncerning matters of Keligion and. Godlineſle, | A- 
mongſt which, the matter of ton Diſcourſe « not the 
leafs, but rather one of the greateſt differences in out- 
ward Religion, ſo at it, bothon the one fide and on the 
other, ts as a Foundation to bt built upon, inregard of 
many things, which muſt nee!'s follow, according as 
perſons ſhall hold awd bel: cy4 one way or otber ; "and 


ſo great a difference aud diftatice doth it l:a4 men into, 
4x =; that 


) 


The Epiſtle 
that it admitteth of no healing, for till m2n be agreed 
about the matter of a thisg (that being firſt eſ/cntiall ) 


kow ſhould they t ofiivly agree about the thing it ſelfe. 


The things beld forth and maintained, to wit, the Bap- 


tiſme under the defection to be the Ordinance of Chrilt,” ' 
and the Baptiſme of the ſced of Beleevers to be Gods * 


will and appointment,as alſo the things oppoſed, namely 
rebaptizing, or the new way of ©Baptiſme taken up by 
ſome, and the re fufimg, or denying the ©Baptiſme of Jn- 
fants, are in this Diſcourſe argued and diſcuſſed, not 
by wayof Schoole learning, but by plaine inferences, 
and ſuch neceſſary conſequences as are not to be deny2d. 
The oppofite part, in regard of this Diſcourſe, are com- 
monly called, by a Nic-rame put upon them, An.bap- 
tiſts, ſome of which, are my loving friends and ac- 
quaintance, whom 1 would not difpleaſe, but rather 
pleaſe, wiem I enVy not, but love, but the truth 14 to be 
loved above all, being moſt deare and preciou. Indeed 
theſ:jceme to have tbe xeale of Go D, if it were ac- 
cording to right knowledge : they ſecke after truth, 
and ttinke they have found it , when they imbrace an 
error, which the further they goe on tn, the further out 
of he way, which appeareth in that ſumme, they miſſe 
it only inthe: point of Baptiſme, &c. whereas others, 
( a3 byan Honourable Per fon was lately obſer-yed )erre 
in points of an bigher Nature, as namely, in holding 
* Free-will, fall ng from Grace, conditionall EleRion, 
'and 


to the Reader. 


and denying Originall line, opinions accounted as de- 
ſtrufive to the truth by the Godly. _ Indeed J haye 
had great reaſoning Within me, whether F /bould con- 
ceale this Diſcourſe, and keepe it for private uſe, or 
make it publike, but minding what great diſtirattion 
of minde, aud unſctledneſſe doe attend not a few a- 
bout thu matter, and minding that ſome of the learn- 
ed doe give in no further concerning Baptiſme of Jn- 
 fants or Children, then as a Tradition of long and an- 
cient uſe, whereby many take occaſion to ſtrengthen 
themſelves, and to confirme others againſt the Bapti- 
zing of Children : } bave ad'ventured for the truths 
ſake, to make this common, boping it my tend 10 ſome 
ſatis fattion and ſtay of mens mindes in this matter, 
and thetruth and true ground of things may be the bet- 
ter, wayed, and the truth ſome way furthered, and 
ſome per ſons kept from ſuch wonderfull changes and 
rechanges as are found with them.Onitie or oneneſſe of 
minde amons the Godly uu an excellent thing, and 
greatly to be defired, ſoit be in the truth, but GoD 
that of his Infinite wiſdome cauſeth good to come out 
af vill, cauſeth much profit to attend the variations 
of hu Servants, the truth u the more ſought into and 
diſcorvered, and cometh to ſhine forth more fully after- 6 
ward, The Children of the truth cometo be approved, gs 61 
ſo as the matt:y being [0 unayoydable, in aſmuch as 
the Scripture muſt needs be true, and every part there- 
W; J of | 


Ro 14 4- 


The Epiſtle 
of fulfilled. lt were much to be defirtd,, that perſons 
wou.d not bs ſo much offende 1 about the differences 
41d Tartation that are in the matters of Religion and 
the /:r vice of God, if they would confider, that great 
durkneſſe hm for a loug time attended the worid , by 
the prevailing of the man of fipne, ſo 44 men coming 
ou into the light, ſee men like trees as the Proverb uy 
And againe would minde, how great onenefſc and agree- 
ment there u inthoſe that d ffer, agreeing inthe maine 
points of © Beliefe of owe Go D, one Lord leſus Chriſt, 
touching by Natures and Offices ; as alſo in the Do- 
frine of luſtification, Redemption, Sancitication, #4: 
the Dottrine of Free-grace, and per ſeverance therein 
and many more,too large to be rehear ſed here: And then 


0 the other (ide would confider, how that the differen- 


ces among the Godly, are of inferior kinde, being only 
for hz moſt part about outward worſhip, and the right 
way of ſerving GoD, wherein i f any doe erre, he falleth 
tro his own Maſter, and bu error cannot reach an other 
in way of prejudiceor hurt, every one being to give an 
account unto Gop for himſelfe : ] ſay if perſons did 
but minde ſuch like things, it would greatly abate of 
the prejudicet hmt many have in their mindes, touching 
thu matter, an{ it would take-off the offenc-of others, 
Whi-n withou: :::%ſethey have takes 1519ſt ſuch as 
ſeeke afier the truth by reaſon of thu; for indeed it 
muſt n2ec's be a great weaknefſe of winde and want 


of 


tg the' Reagor. 
of judgement ow be ſo bighty diſpleaſed,as ſom zye,yith 
rvarietie of judgements among men, in matters of 
Religion: And however #s uu moſs certaine, that it 
1: better there (bould-be differences among min, vhen 
that grafſe ignorance (hould take place, or Papal Ty- 
rauny. beare ſway and rule 4s tt hath done, and yet 
dath too much inthe. world, and the ſame p-rſons thas 
are ſo.affended about differences.of opinions, takaiittle 
or noe offence at the ſame. In reading 9f thy, following 
Diſcourſe I ſhal defirs of thee ('ayrivow Reader, whoe- 
ver. thyu beythat thou wouldeſt net garberusy /uch.cou- 
clufon;gi if 1 beld the Church of Rome atru Church, for 
indeed 1 am farre from any ſuch thoughts, tolding that 
State to be the Mother of Fornications,the great where 
Sodom & Epypr ſþirirually, according to the account »f 
the Scripture. Now for thi Diſcourſe ſent forth, if it 
ſhall come into the hands of the Learned, I defire boy. 
would take no exception at any Tottologie or want of 
Art they ſhall findein it, for the Author profeſſeth it 
' not, and did applic himſelf to Weaker capacities, ant 
ſo went over things the ofter that they might the l1:(ſe 
miſtake or miſ-conſtrue his meaning. If it (hall come 
into the hands of thoſe that mine thethings as raths, 
which this Diſcourſe oppoſeth, I|pray them 10 con fide 
the whole, and one thing with | another , before they 
give judgement ; and if it ſhall pleaſe any to make 
Anſwere, (whcreat T ſhall be nothing offended) I defire 
they 


The Epiltle, &c. 
they would pleaſe to meaſure ſuch meaſure ar I have 
meaſured to them,whom I truſt ] have not in the leaſt 
wronged ; And if in Anſwere they can diſcover any 
error, F ſhall be content to loſe, ſo the truth may gatne. 
1f any ſhall meet with thu that are like to Gallio, I only , ® 
coun ſell them-not to increaſe their bonds by mocking; © 
and ifthey will not be warned, let them mock on. If 

any moderate and indifferent affefied ſhall read this 
Diſcourſe, and gaine any knowledge by it, let them 
give the praiſe to God. And ſo forbearing to trouble 

thee Courteowm Reader, with any thing further,” T leave 

thee to the perufing of it, (and the bleſting of God to 
catſe thee to profit ) awdreſt, 


Thiac in the ſervice of Love, 


P. B. 


Ft A ith 
'3 DISCOURSE 
- TENDING TO PROVE 
the Baptiſme, 1n the defection 
of Antichriſt,to be the Ordinance 


of JESus CHRIST. 


HE holy Scriptures doe very fully 
| andclearly hold forth the perpe- 
* tnity and continuation of theeftate 
F of the viſtibleor exrernall Church 
> of Chriſtin the world, a plane of 

Wm his own planting not to be rooted 
ron , ontforever. This having coarti- 
nued from Abraham to Hoſes, from Moſes to our 
Lord Chr:ft, and from Him co continue till he hall 
come and deliver itnp to his Father, that God may 
be all im all, The perpetuitic -and abidingneſle of 
this laſt period of the Church under the New Te- \ 
ſtament, it was foretold by Propheſie, Eſay 9.7. 59. : 
21. Dan.7-witneſſed very fully; Luke 1.33. eAds 5. 

29, Heb. 12.29. and it isconfirmed by Promiſe, in 
r 6 16.cMatb.18.28.30. theſe promiſes (as all other) 
are yea and Amen, ſtable and true for ever, and ſoto 


be accounted by all the Saints. 
B To 
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r Cor. 1s. 


\ yeflerday, and ms and the Jews fon ever, a 


(2) 
To all which places thar give in witnefſe to this 


we mighr adderbar inthe 13. Hebr, 9. Jofu Chrig 
ad r 


conſiderations; ſo the Head, arfd Husband of his 
Church his Spouſe, his Body. 

Certainly 7-ſus Chriſt was nevera Wigower or 
Head, wirhout abody, be that Yarre from any to 
think, which ſhonld be if (art any time) his Church 
ſcaſed to be,or died ont of the world. 

This rs of Chrifts viſible Church being thus 
ro abide , ant7biding and continuing in the world, 
It hath abode and cantinued under the defeftion of 
A'ntichriſts uſurpation; or orherwiſe it hach abode 
and continued ſomwhere elſe in the world, as from 
under-thardefefion, for ſome where remaining, it 
muſt be of neceſlicy, 19153 ff 

The-defetion and falling away under Antichtift 
was very generall and maryelousauniverſall , as ap- 
pearcth-by what is wrirten,Rev.13.8.16. And un» 
teſſe the defetion bad bin-ſo, how ſhould thoſe be 
the firſt frens wants God, that firſt appeared in the 
dawne ofthe day (commonly accounted, and that 
not untruly, as I judge che Waldenſes) if chere had 
bin.any that had remained pure andundehiled, as in 
2 Church way. Indeed the Greeks did nor alwaycy 
ſubjetco the Roman power, yet.were yery licthe 
ſhort in defection. I ſeppoſe according to the mea- 

ſure whereby.che Romaniſtin defſeQion- are mea» 
ſured,they will ſtand or fall rogerher. Truly ie will 
be a picce of ſpeciall ſervice to the godly, and very 
thankfully accepted, if any,could make it appeare, | 
ſuch a continuance of the Church eſftate.cllewhere 

in 
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(3) 
in the world, then! (as aforefaid) ir woutd tend ro 
the ſettling of 09-95. e# aps much |and for my pare, 
I ſhould blefle God tgr their diſcovery. 1t none be 
found able to Law 1 appeare; as to have continued 
elſewhere (as | beleeve _ canner) then it wilbe 
more then probable, thatir hach contiuned under 
the. defeftion of Antichriſft,according to:thar of the 
2 7 beſſ.. 2. 4. for ſome way; and fome where it muft 
continue. Andas the Church thar great Inſticured 
Ordinance is to:cantinne:, and bath«continued, fo 
likewife the: Qurdiriznce of: Baptifmae, by which: the 
macrer of the Charch is &ferenced; © 

Now if what is beforefaid concerning the perpe- 
eyiry of the viGble Chucch, ſhall be found a'rruch, 
and to ecfteemed, then tharmi#\needs be tounÞan 
exeeur.,jand fo accounted; thar:fappoſerh or cakech 
thac for aground, which is che dire&conrrary. aad 
fat denial} of this exaeh, co-wic, That che Chorch 
hath ſcaſed at ſome time;, and birs utterly extin- 
guiſht,and Chriff a Widdowrr for agood {caſon, till 

by themſelves, or ſome others ir was:revived, and (6 
came to live againe : Such as take this for a ground 
of rheir rom ſe, they rigs needs erre,and build up- 

onthe 

But-che way afnew D__ laely began to be 

prattiſed by ſome, ſfuppaliag themſelves, and fo o- 

chers, notto have bin Baptized with che Bapriſme 

of Chriſt, hath no groand tor irs practife, but che (e- 

ſation of the Church, and Baprifme with ir, avnot 

remaining in the world. Thar chey are utcerly fea- 
ſed where Anrichrift prevait-d'ro exalc bimſelfe, 
their pracile doth fully declare - and char ir - ſo, 

B 2 ey 
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(4) | 
they take forgranted andindeed; ſo had they need, 
for eo prove ir they cannot; ler chat be minded, 
8; 2 Thefſ. 2. 4. Hath. 16.18. Ifigwere lo, that under 
SF the defetion , the Ordinance FF the Church, and 
-F itt Baprtiſme ccaſed; yer thatirno where remaynerh in 
the world, may not be thought tor che reverence of 
h Gods Word before declared. Bur till this alfobe 
|| beleeved chat the eſtate of Chrifts Church and Bap- 
'Y tiſme, by which the matter is differenced, is no 
where eiſc to be found, remaining in the world: 
there is no ground for this-praftiſe of raiſing Bap. 
tiſme,by perſons Baprizing chemſelves : Bur rather 
there would be a ſeeking our the Church, where 
ſhe were to be found, and there receiving the holy 
Ordinance of Chrifts Bapriſme, as in a righr line, 
and ſo be added tothe Church, and from thence” 
ARts 2. 47. CON veying the truth into theſe parts againe, where 
Plalm 133. ithad ceaſed. 1n Sion of 01d God appointed the bl: (ſong, 
and life for ever,andrhither, from the urmoſt parcs of 
the earth the godly repair'd,as they very well know. 
Bur they doe nor belceve ſach a continuation, iris 
plain, and how ſhall chey then ſeek there co light 
| their Candle? they muſt ſeek, as rhey doe, to doe it 
i ſome other way. To help their delict, or make'ir 
i greater unbelieft, I pray chem to ſtudie-rhar place, 
Heb.13.8.and ſee how they can reſolvethe calothee 
Chriſt ſhould not have bina Widower, anda Head ' 
without a.Body : if his viſible Church had 'dyed,and : 
lefc the world, till they, or other, a little: ſooner, 
came and made him one againe, wirhone his ap- 
n 1 pointing, or leave, or content asked; a very mean 
mW - opinion, unworthy our Lerd, or any of his follow- 
$k ET8. 
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(5) 
ers. And whether he will accept of this Spouſe 
they make Him, or reje-her as a Harlor, may well 
be queſtioned; and ghe rather, ſeeing they have que- 
-ſtioned it themſelves once and the fecond time. 

Bur I well know ſomeare fo filed with preja- 
 dice,that they have no patience toheare,or fo mack 
24'to think- of this m2ccer of the Church eftate re- 
maining under Antichriſts exaftation : Tdoe pray 
chem ſerting aſide prejudice, rhey would be pleaſed 
ro affigne and ſet torth rhe error or rene” the 
hureor dammage that cometh of ſuch an opinion, 
that the Ordinance of 'the Church, and'Baptiſme, 
have bin in Caprivity in Babylon, and there preſer- 
ved by che power of Godfor a time,@&c: and now by 
the ſame power brought our and'reftored'ro free. + 


Tabernacle, broke down and ruined, bur nor de- 
ſtroyed, as ſomrtime of old the Charch and Vcflel!s 
of the Lord were in Babylon, and from thence re. 


earned. When'itſhall pleaſe any co ſer down the x5, ,, g 
error, or hare, or dammage, 1 doe promiſe with g. -:r, 


Gods \eave,to conſider of it, and happily 1c may alcee 
my belicf in this poynr. 

Bur now' further Baptiſme being loft and fallen 
our of the wpridand an Idoll,and likenefle come in 
the roome of it, the Church being ceaſed, co whom 
Chy:ſt gave his power; perſons nor havingrthe Bap- 
tiſme of F-ſ#s Chriſt, butbeing nabaprized, all which 
the opinion and-praQtiſe of New beginning Bap- 
riſme ſuppoſech to be moſt true' and cerrain, and 
thereupon doe ground theirproceedings, 

1inferre hereapon, that itt, and ever ſhall be 
Viet B 3 found 


domeand purity, Godretutoing to build apaine his alas, 


() 


found ynlaw{yll, and without warrapiige any per- 
{0y,07 rlopy wharOeverig0;ahtemprebr go8 abogr 
Mat.3.2-17-the ratling.exeQingor ſecting up of ;ie againeualele 
-/ 3 0 che aj perſopy havea ſpeciall.opd particular wap- 
ene © rant from heaven, and 4 Commiſion,as foby rhe 
Bapiift bad. The ewes (chongh blind could lecrhly, 
that nane byt aCi brift, a Aſaſes,, OF #5 &4 QF: 4 Brq- 
[0.175 Phxt from beavey might:dea3hisy lo.as there baj 
| 00 ſuch to þe foynd to rears ». and newly co cre 
this Qrdigance fallen our of the warld , for ay Ir 
tet go5 abou ſhe 396g, of it (a3 fame:piraly 10 
termiry ghey. ſhail bag Tyile jr from beneath (it-por 
out of the borcomleſſe pie) Commiſſion being wape- 
ing.in the ators of it, it (halbe bur only earthly,ngd 
Jo.3 31: from beneath, , And ir heing azked of thele, gs the 
eves asked of, Jabn his Baprilme,wheiber it were from 
475647 omen? It myſt negds beanſweredot Men, 
tor no. Gommiſhon canany ſhew to, zaife Bapriſme 
\fark-21-25 thys fallegour afghe warld; por ta Baprile, them- 
{clvcs, or others, being themſelves ynbaprized, no 
wore then Nadgh and Abhn could ſhew rar taking 
! Sam.r 3.3 Other Fire, Ler4,10. or Sazl for ſacrificing ia Seame- 
 ePsabfence, Tfrheſe ſhould be askedias, were thoſe 
on wauld caſt ogt. Devils ja Zeſ#s namey, withour, 
ommilian, Jeſus. we 4:hnonledge, axd. tam me know 
ACS19-15- bur who are je? whence came you? who gave you 
Con mifhon? chey myaceds remgjne Ghent, VV aig- 
ing is unavoidable in chis caſa, tillour Lord coma, 
: Chron, 6, XX (end ſomg ove t5om heavernta zeſtore,and.newly: 
13,19, tO begin this Joſt Orginance-; forte dog ogherwile, 
were to doe as King V44344 did , or. as, did; Saud in. 

oftexjng ſacrifice in Samwel's abſcage, he Sorgnipla 

, croe' 4 o IMIc 
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- leaft,cill he had ſent ther with fpectall Co: 


(7) | 
himfelfe ro bein @ preat fir eipht;as Indeed they ate; 
arid-may weil take cligtnfe Sto be, that ate of ſuch 
opinion thac Baptiſme is 1oN, #nd f#llet vat of the 
world, and inuſt be by rhem,as of neceſfirie, be gotie 

aine and reſtored, 

Ihisthelr atcemprit is mafyellotls rhut they have 
not parience and do not waite, ſeeing Ay, or at- 
leaſt ſome of them, belecveand txpeR otir Lord *+ 
perſonally ro appeare apaioe in the world; . 
happily he may be angry at their ſatldett eeeinpe, | 
chat chey did not waite aid erty hiy awning, or at 
miſſion 
&s he did Joby che Faprift, to repos his way drfors 
him. 

- Nowifany eicher have, or ſha!l atventire—eo be 1-r 2; 
ſo hardy and venturous, as to run not bein ſent, as 
of old ſome Prophers did, ani ſha!l fet abonr the do- 
mgof this, withour Commiſfion 'and fpeciall war- 
rarit; they ſhalt bue produce and bring fotch an 1dot! 
of cheir own befgetring which ſhall be no Ortinance 
of leſm Chyiftatall; error according to cheir owne 
ee having deſitoyed ahd made voyd their for. 
me, a lictle cfror ſhall make voyd rhis al- 
looſen they (att NilF remaige wirkour' che ring 
Baptiſme of Yeſis (Iift, 25 defatalt- in the fabjett 
made voyde their former Bapriſine, and made thaw 
reje&ic avad Ido!l; defanir wer, and vavr of 

arighke- Inſtrument thathwh' uehotiry; IYfriate 
this ro'be voytallo, and un 14611 Fikewile, worttiy 2 
roibe xcjeRed 7: for if tti4n Cx receive troruing, bh y_ ? 
mlefſe'n be piven Him ifromy'tbove; and if 4 
gbod gifr'bo from above, free the Pithior 6? _ 


ELLLE uy 


Eſa. 1. 12. 


Jer. 7. 22. 


Mar.1.9. 


0-11. 
This not having Divice Authority :in'the Inſtron. | 
ment, and fo is not from above, from Heaven, ag. 
Johns Baptiſme was, bur trom beneath of men earth- 
ly of no valucartall; Ifdefaulc in che ſubje& make 
a nullicie;an Infant ofa Beleeverinſtead of a perſon 
of yeares, profeſiag Faith and; Repenrance, ſo is 
cheir opinion; then in like manner it muſt needs 
be, thar default in power, and want of a Commiſh- 
on, doth make voydalſo : That is, when an unbap- 
riſed perſon inſtead ofa Bapriſed, doth aR ir. . The 
Commiſſion in the 28 Marr. 19. itis moft plaine, it 
is to none but to ſuch as were Bapriſed, receiving it 
from 7ohx that had 'Commiſhen to do it, and fo as 
in a right line. 
AnUnbapriſed perſon, what hath he to doe with 
it, or theatting of it? he may beſure God never re- 
quired it at his hands : what warrant hath any Un- 
bapriſed perſan to Bapriſc himſclfe? he may beſure 
God never ſpake\ore word to him, about it ; as-for 
example,there is none in this kinde to be found,nar: 


"one in all the Scriptures; and truly,' fora man to 


Baptiſc himſelfe, and ſo to hegin Baptiſme, (which 
he muſt neceſſarily thinke is, not remaining in the 
world as betoxc) is ſo ſingular a courſc,and ſo difler- 
ing from the way and pradtiſe of the Saint, thar ie 
dilcoyereth it ſclfe to be erroneous and nor of God: 
The jpeople went to Johan that hal” Comniiſſion, 
Pasl tg | GaN Cornelius to Peter, the Eunathito 
Philip, Diſceples ro (uch as | were 'Diſceples (before 
them; yea, our Lord himſelfe; thei King of the 
Church, he went to /ohn: If any might rake libe! 


Mar. 3. 19. ©9 himſelfe, fureche might, bur he minded-the ful- 


filling 


= 


(-(9) 
4#1ing of righteouſneſs, which how theſe repard it, 
-{ leave ir to be: jadgtedby their praiſe, who will 
thus adventure todo as neyerany did before, name- 
ly, Baptiſe trhemſclves,and then orhers, when as Bap- 
tiſed perſong are tn'the world, which chey will'nor 
repaire unto aSour Lord did'to! bx : If chey hal 
queſtion:d, as I have heard ſome; going over the 
Sea, they may pleaſe. ta: minde the example of our 
Lord; chat went averi/pndarro 1obg, buritis likely, 
chey queſtion:theit-Bapviſme that wenr before them, 
whether it. were: true:Or no, it not being lineally 
deſcetidet, and indeed ſo.have they cauſe; In like 
manner others:dojand well may:queſtion: theirs, as 


. featigir is bay ſome: 1doll of cheir owne, asbefore 


is ſaid. ErEicoy4 S007 3 91485 

Bur all that! can be; ſaid availeth nor to fſatisfie 
ſome, for by no meanes can they.ſce how Baptiſme 
ſhould be Gods Ordinange, nader rhe defe&tion of 
Antichriſt. Ianſwere,-it may well be (othart they 
cannotliee this, nor yer. that ro be the Temple of 
God where Antichriſt ſitreth, Theſ, 2. 2, this is a 
oreat difficulty to many, but what then? may ir nor 
be a truth,and fo indeed inthe oneand in the other, 
becauſe.many cannor-ſee it :. yes certainly, unleſſe 
ſuch as cannot ſee it, had. or mighc be thought ro 
have infallible-knowledge andunderſtanding : Nr- 


codeng could nor {ce into.the truth of the Dorine John ; 


of Repgeneracion,or che new birth: our Lord tould 

him o yetir wasa truth; andſo is this of Bapriſme 
being Gods Ordinance, 41-9r enderrke defeftion of 
. Antichziſt, though-lams tone, aud orhers cannot 
{ceir (040 be :-ler ſuch mile that chisis a myſtery, 
| ; C Vea 
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yea myſteries ſtanding together, the myſterie of the 
Church: and the myſterie ot Iniquirie; theſe being 
found ſtanding rogether, no marvaile if they be nor 
ſo eaſily perceived particularly , eſpecially when 
perſons looke ſo fiercely upon the one, thar they al- 
rogether looſe the ſight of the ocher,and cannor ſee 
it, and (oſay as Nicodewss, how can it be ? 1o be 
able to diſtinguiſh aright of things , ſtanding chus 
rogether, namely Gods poſts from mens, and mens 
from Gods, is a point of great wiſdonie, which the 
Lord give men nnderſtanding to doe arighc, 

Oh bur the Bapriſme of Infants or Children is 
ſach a matter as ſpoyleth all, and maketh voyd Bap- 
ciſme forthwirh,where ir is praQuſed,(o as ever ſince 
this came into uſe or praiſe in theworld, Bapriſme 
hath there and then ceaſed(o, as to be non of gu <a 
Indeed, ifit doe make ic voyd now, it did ſo ar the 
firſt, and ſoit began to ceaſe,and-there was a nullicy 
of the Bapriſme of many before Chyeft died, or at 
leaſt before-che Apoſtles lefe the world, for ought 
any are able to manifeſt ro the contrary , I may 
fafcly afirme. 

Bur tonching the Baprtiſme of Children or In- 
fants, if it were an error as ſome ſuppoſe, and woald 
have it; doth irrthen follow thar ir is a nullicie, and 
fo voyd, becauſe anerror is in ir? if it were fo, then 
is their Baptiſme, their Church, and all their a&ti- 
ons,nallities and voyd,having error attending them, 
as they will confeſſe and muſt doe, unlefle they will 
pleade perfeQion in their courſes, which Irruſt they 
will not doe : ſoas now the queſtion will not bee 
concerning error, but concerning the natare and 

7 | degree 


q . (11) | 
ances of exror which conduceth to make voyd a 
matter, and ſo chisofBaptiſme, and with reference 
ro the quality and degree of error; it is cvidear, 
chat as great error attends their new Baprtiſme, as 
7 rhe Baptiſme of Infants,orcheirs in infaacie: lee the 
7 marter of the eſtate of defetion be added toirz So 
'” as here is noground to goe upon, but that which 
 leadeth into an endlefle Labyrinth : and indeed, 
this ſome of them have come ta ſee and co confefle, 
andſo have rejected their ſecond Baptiſme alſo, and 
eakenupathird, which in time no doubr, when 
cheir heate is over, and they have more- ſeriouſly 
conſideredof ir, they will ſee ic to be as faulty as 
their firſt or ſecond, and thar it is to be rejected 
7e alſo. 
 Butifanerror doe not make a nullicie, as it is 
moſt ſure it doth not,no though the error ſhould be 
y great, then may the Bapriſme in andunder the defe- 
Gion, be and remaine Gods Ordinance, norwith- 
* Randingall the error or errors that attend ir, or 
arcinic: And indeed ſoit doch, ſo as there js no 
y need of this new way never heard of in the word of 
God, namely ofa perſons Bapriſing of himſelfe, and 
4 ſo others atterward, or others before he himſelfe 
1 being Unbapriſed, when as they ſayd, perſons were * 
1 


before partakers efthe true Baptiſme of /eſw Chriſt, 
notwithſtanding there were ſome errors attending 

che adminiftring of irco them, for all char the pre- 

; ' miſſes will beare, or can be gathered in this matter 
+ -* concerning the ſubje, is but. atrhe moſt, that per- 

j ſons ſhould keepe back their Infants or Children 
| trom the Ordigance, leaſt they happily ſhould pro- 
| | C' 2 phage 
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phane the ſame by overtimely uſing and partaking of 
ir, and ſo tarrying till tarnre bad given ſome tipe- 


- neſſein ſpeech andutterance, andare by Indaſtry in 


way, of Education had done its part alſo, before ſea- 
ven yeares they mighr become capable ſubjects, ac- 
cording totheſe mens ground, tonfeſhng Fairh, and 
profeſſing Repenrance , when they ' have never a; 
whit more grace then they had che firft day hey: 


came intothe world, andin this way as| am infor- 


med, ſome in the Nether-lands are fully pleaſed and: 
contented; a very empty buſineſſe. + - - "We 

Bat now very lately ſome are mightily raken, as 
having found oat a new defett in the Baptiſme,under 
the defeftion , which makerh ſuch a nul'jrie ot Bap- 
1aſme, in their conceir, that it is noneat all, andiztis? 
concerning the manner of Bapiizrns , wherein they 
have eſpyed ſuch defanlr, as ir- maketh.an ab(olure' 
nullity of all perſons Bapriſme, bur ſuch as havebin 
ſo Baptized,according to their new difcovery;and ſo 
partly as before, in regard ofthe ſabjed, and parrcly 
inregard of fo great default inthe manner: They 
not only conclude, as js before ſayd, a nu'lity of 


' thetr.preſent-Baprzſme:, Ando, - but addreſſe them- 
| ſelves to. be Baprezed a third crime aſter the trhe-way 

and- manner they have found-ont , which' they 'ae- 
| count a-\precious crack, © The!particular of their 
| opinion-and praiſe is to Dip, and rhar perſons are 


tobe Dipped, all and. every part ro be ander rhe 


' Waxrerx; forif all che whole perſon be not under the 


Warer, chen they hold they are not Baptized wich 


| /fhe Baptiſme of Chriſt. As for Sprinkling, or pour- 


ing Wateron the Face, it is nothing at all as chey 
account 


- &# 4 - : p , 
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'account, and ſo meaſuring themſelves by theſe riew 
choughts,as unbaprized, rhey addreffe themſelves co 
rake it 'up after the manner of Dipping : bur truly 
chey want'a Dipper that hath Auchority from hea- 


ven,as had John, whom they pleaſe to call a Dipper, 
of whom itis ſayd, fr u might be manifefted his Bap- 
tiſmewas from heaven, ' Aman can receivenorhing, 
chac is, Jawtull authority or powert?) Bapze, un- 
lefle ic be given trom heaven, which I defire they 
would be plealed & mind {and rhey will eaſily fee 
eheir-third 4s 1-r' 1s from rhe Egreh, 4nd nor from 
heaven, as /ohns was. And if this caſe be further 
conſidered,:ic will appeare at the moſt to be banc a 
defetin the manner, and a coming (horr in the 
quantity of theElemene. Itis a wonderfull thing 
chat a nuflity ſhould thereof 'follow forthwith ; of 
which more may be ſeen in the ſame caſe before. 
Againe,that the ſubſtance of an Ordinance of (©. 
high a aarure and great concernmenr , ſhould be 
founded in' rhe Cricicknefſe of a word, and in rhe 
quantity of an Elemear, is no leſſe marveilons to lay 


no more. Oh but Baprtiſme is a Burial), as it is wric- Colo: 2. r2, 


ten, We are Buried with him an Baptiſme, $c. and ve 
are raiſed upalſo to newneſſe'of life. This Buriall 
aid reſurretion,only Dipping can import and hold 
forch. VWhereunatolI fay ir is very rrae,rhat Baptrſme 
is a Buriall, and holdeth forch ourBnriall and rifing 
with Chrift. Andloitivinsegard of the perſon thac 
is Baprized' by Sprintkling;'orpowring' Water on 
the Face, as they are pleafed' to ſay , they are under 
the water,and Buried. I defite they would ſheiv how 
elſe they were Baprized unto Hay 36 the Cloud, 


| E J 3 and 


I -»in > 
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ora) 
and in the Sea, when not ſo much 28 4n hajr of chejr 
heads was wer, Bat while they force Baptzſave to 
hold forth Buriall.&«. chey loſe that which ie hold- 
eth forth equally with Buriall and ReſarreQion, 
Flay 52 15. namely the ſprinckling of the Conſcience of per- 
Heb.1.22- ſons in the blood of Chrift ; #d the laver of Rege- 


= ha +4. acration,or Waſhing ia the blood of Cbrif that bleſ- 


Act.22. 16, ſed Fonntaine, imparted and held forth by Bap- 
Heb.o-22. tiſme, as well as Buriall and ReſurreQion, which is 


"apy !- wholly loſt in this way of inforcing , only Dipping 


co hold forth Buriall.cc. For all doe,or may know, 
chat a thing Dippedin Water, is not therfore wa- 
ſhed or made clean; neither is waſhing alwayes in- 
rendedin the Dipping of a thing in Water. Indeed 
waſhing, to make cleane, is by the way of Dipping 
many times, that by pondiaghans thing into Water, 
and rubbing of ic, or the like, it might be cleanſed, 
which I conceive ic was the way of cheir waſhing in 
thoſe times, and Countries, where Baptiſme was 
firſt begun; as it is the manner now in many caſes; 
eſpecially where there is much Water, and much 
filch in the thing waſhed. | 

Andthat itis or may be a laudable way eſpecially 
in the hot Countries, to dipa part rather thea the 
wholc,I will not gaine-ſay, but that waſhing (inti« 
mating waſhing in theblood of Cy a158 T)is the 
maine thing held forch in Baptiſme,I ſuppoſe ir can= 
not be denyed, and thar a lictle water ſ{ufficeth to 
hold forth aſwell as a great deale, and thar to one 
part(as rhe face, as the uſuall manner now is) as to 
the whole : Soas he thatis waſhed, reeds not butro 
be waſhed in onepart, andiscleanc all, according as 


Our 


i out of modefty perſoas ſhall uſe a linacn 
| orche like, ir will be very conſiderable, wherher 


+ And herc Jet-me declarehow 1 
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therefore waſhed as before. 
And furchermore to reſolve and determine how 


3 this total! dipping can ftand with modeſty and ſham- 


faſtneſfic, is a hard matcer ro be made apparant, If 
garment 


this is nor to be modeſt above whar is wricren : If 
thar ſhall be reſolved, fure thoſe -veſtmencs muſt 


* needs be very holy veſtments that ſhall be Bapriſed 
> into the deathly and 'ReſurzxeQtion of leſw Chriff : 1 
 {oppoſetbey may equallizerthe Surplice,if not excel , 


ic : being the fruic of roluatary Religion, both of 
them. 


-  . The Xemaneſis ſome of them, and ſome of che 
, poore ignorant Welch do uſe dipping, I thinke theſe 
” willnot fay they learned chis new truth of them, 


neither do Ichinke chey will hold their Baptiſme 
ever rhe rruer for their dipping: I hope when they 
have farther conſidered this matrer, they may abate 
of rhe fiercenesof their opinion : ſoas tothinke char 
Bapriſme under or inthe defetion may be Gods 
Ordinance, ſo as there ſhall be no needof this new 
dipping. IT 

Burtia aſmuch as this is avery new way, and the 
full growth of ir, and ſecrlingis nor yer kaown, if it 
be trorhemſeives, yer not te me andorhkers : I will 
forbeare toſay furthereo ir, 


ene 


"Ft our Lord tonld Peter (who it ſeemeth was of the ]Joh.1; 9. 
”: mindetheſec arc of) who would have his kands and 
” hishead, cven as theſe will have the whole , over 
4 headand cares, as men ulc to ſay, dipped, but not 


£ 
| 


_ l 


Ma rt 2.29. 
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the thoughts Af: MEA lecmto we im cher-oi 
the things of Goa: Qtdaioing, rhatif ir happen thae; 
mens deviſes are added to them,or fer by chem, they! 
conceive them to ceaſe and loſe their being: when! 
as 2c things of God are .more ftrong''and durable; 
then fo eaſty:co fade and vaniſh: : Friis moſt:certaine 
that every plant wor planted by God; fall be:plucked mp, 
buc what ,1s:of God cannor ſo: calily be:deſtroyed:: 
Dag#7r:24y fall before rhe: Arke, and be broken 20) 
pocecs, bur the: yArke þecunſhaken, rucugliiaminyg 
the /hrrſtines andrew thence brought borvhagaine 
wichour any.akeration of the nathre-of: it, and the 
Veſſe}lsin like mafiner brought out-of [Rabell, with+ 
ow change of their relawon, Which thing , af: per< 
ſons would minde, they wolild expe the :ruing af 
Babell, and all mens-Inventions, rather then'to ad+ 
mitof any ſuch conceir of the ruine of Gods waies; 
by.che devices of Satan, as if he were.ſtranger:then 
God i: 5 hLonianic ly oo} vo at 
.n Farwoting weil, : that many have a: vaine- this 
way; copullup the VVheate wich rhe Tares, and to 
deſtroy , Gods. poſts. together. with mens ; becauſe 
mens poſts, are lct neere unto chem, and-unfefſe they 
doc thus chevy rþtake they-donothing ar all; never 
midding any. fevering; ori-diſtinguiſhing : I will 
leave the further. proſecuting of this laſt trade at 
the preſent, and ſay ſomething of the fore-part; 
where there is we things confiderable as generall 
grounds; id the minding 'whereof, :fandry particu- 
lars willfallin; The firſtis che Covenant'iof.Al- 
mighty God to Abrabamand tg/his ſeed. afrer hin; 
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1n:theli generation 6d 7-7, Jrisdgneptileſiing 


Cove- 


ET et ns wo. Of 


417) 


Covenant, as in the nature of it, ſo in the cxtenr, 


being made to athoufand generations, continuing 5c, 


ro the time of Grace, being in force after the ſuffer- 
ings of our Lord, as apeareth by that of the Apo- 
ſtlez Tee are the Children of the Prophets, and of the Co- 


venaxt,and againe, the (ovenantis made ts you ayd to Atts ). 25. 


your Children, yea it didextend to the Gentiles, they 
were a paTt of the ſeed unto whom this everlaſting 
Covenant was made, as we ſhall further ſhew here- 
after. This Covenant of Almighty God asit is e- 
verlaſting, and hath the ſame extent tor ever, as ever 
ic had; foir is a diſtin rching from either of rhe 
Teſtaments, old or new; for letic be minded, there 


2. 39. 


is but two Teſtamenes, an old one by Moſes, a new Heb, 9.5 
one by our Lord Feſws Chreſt, ſo the Scripture is 7, 8. 


cleare, Hebrews 8. one confirmed by the blood of 
Goates, &'c. and the other in or by the blood of 
the Sonne of God: Now the Covenant to Abraham 
and his ſeed isneither of theſe two; the old it is 
not, nor any part of it, itwas made 430 yearcs be- 
fore, and noe whit diſanulled, ſwallowed up or 


made voyd by the Teſtament of Moſes, as expreſſely 


the Apoſtle doth witneſle, 3 Ga/4.17. the new it can- 
not be, in aſmuch as ir is, as before is ſhewed, 430. 
yeares older then the 01d, and to make ir a part of 
the new as ſome do, is toſubvert the order of God 
himſelfe, for ſo the new Teſtament by CHr15sT the 
Sonne, ſhould be indeed theold, and the old by Afo- 
fes, 430 yearesafrer, ſhould be che new: alike mi- 
ſtake it is, to make it apartoftheold, or the old ic 
ſelfe, as ſome doe, and ſo to countir legall and car- 
nalland the like, when as indeed it is moft gracious 


and hath nothing bur free grace in it, .and in all the 
D parts 


t105.83 


He. on 6, 
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parts of ir, and iadeed bur for digreſhon- from the 


matter in hand, I would ſay ſomerdivg fugther about 
this matter, becauſe 1 know (ome. will coune chis 
2a riew thing, bur let chem minde, chat chough a 
Covenant and Teſtament have acomman and gene. 
rall acceptance in the Scripture phraſe, yer ia ftrict- 
neſſe of ſpeaking they are diſtintand divers,and nor 
the ſame, 1 

A Teſtament can be confirmed noe otherwiſe 
bur by deathor blood, ſothe Apoſtle, and fo were 
borh the Teſtamenrs old and new ; but a Covenane 
is otherwiſe ratified, anda perſon may make divers 
Covenants, bur he can make bur one Teſtamenr, in 
aſmuch as be'can die but once. Almighty G © D 
made one free gracious and everlafting Covenaar 
with Abraham and his feed, and two Teſtaments as 
we ſaid before,one by Moſes which waxcd old, and 
one new by his Sonne 7:ſus Chrift Dur Lord: and 
though this may ſceme new, let any in ſobernefſe 
ſhewthe error chat attends it, 

Now to returne. to our matter, This Covenanc 
wich Abrabam and his ſeed being a diitin& thing 
from either of the teſtaments,and being everlaſting, 
3nd not made voyd by cicber of che[Teftaments, tbe 
ſeedot che faithtull muſt needs be intereſe&initfo 
long as it doth Jaft and continue, bur as before it 1s 
everlaſting, and ſoin theextear of ir, ſo-as the behes 
ving Gemales and their ſeed are intereſſed in ir and 
made Ahrabamms (eed, they accordingas the Apoſtle 
declaresin the 5'Epht;6care made fellowheires dnt 
of the fam bod», and-partakers of his promiſe or 
Covenantin Chriſt rhrough the Goſpell : The pra» 
mic! ar Covenant in the I7 Gen. 7s: The Genteles 


they 


| /"chere was neither Je 
* in Chrift. eAbraham being 


. 
they be a part efthe ſeed co whom the promiſe was 
made. Rom. 4.16, which was made ſure and good 
when the partition wall was broken,down, and 
w. nor Greeke, Kc. but all one 
made according to the 
promite of God, a Father not of one only, bur of ma- 
ny Nations ; that ſo in him and in his ſeed, af the Na- 


Cal, 3. 28. 


i; - zronsof the Earth might bebleſſed, he being made a Fa- Rom. 4. 


cher to chem all (not valy ro rhe Citcumciſton, bur 
to the uncircumciſion) according to the exrenr of 
the promile, and everlaſting Covenant ot Almighty 
God unto him, in the fulhlling whereof che promiſe 
was made ſure and goodeo all rhe {ced. Romans 4. 
I6.,17. | | 
«= Indeed the Jewes as branches of the Stock of e- 
braham, were broken off {yet not all)an4 the Gemtzles 
grafted thereon, Rem. 11,17. which was according 
co that foretold by Chrsft, the Kingdome ſhould be 
raken from them, and given to a people that would 
bring forth the fruite thereof, namely the Gemzles 
Matt. 21.43- And ſo thoſe other ſheepe brought 
in, that were not of that Fold. 1obz 10, that there 
might b: one: Shepherd andone Sheepe-fold, and 
not two: the promiſe it being to Teed and nor to 
ſeeds; that is, ro /ewes and Gemizles united together 
in onein Chreſt.Gals.3.16ftomall which, and much 
more that might be ſaid, I rake it ro be moſt evidenr, 
Thar the Covenant to Abraham Waseverlaſting,and 
ro conrinue for ever - thatit did exrendir ſelfe ro 
the Genidles as it did rothe Tewes:to che Nartios of the 
Gemtles chat beleeve. as'to the arion of the 7:wes : 
rothe ſeed of theſe and chthr' poſteritic now, as co 


them 2nd their polteritie of 01d. Thar rhey, to wir, 
| D 2 ” ST 
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Children of che faithfull, are of the Church of God, 


conſequence havea right to ſuch Ordinances as are 

the ſeale of that Covenant, as of old; namely to be 
Circumciſed with Circumcifion made without 
alas *"hands, andrco be buried with Chri/t by Baptiſme : ſv- 
as it muſt needs be agreat wrong and violenceco the 


the Father of the Faithfull, to exclude ſuch as God 
bath not only neceſſarily included, bur expreſt in 
that his everlaſting Covenant, namely the Lineall 
ſeed of the, Fairhfall : ro forbid ſuch to come to 
Chrift,as ſometime ſome Diſciples did, fading faulr 
with them that bring them, as did thoſe, whom 
Cbrift blamed, muſt needs be a (changing the everla- 
ſting Covenant, anda bringing in a new Goſpell 
never learned of /eſus Chrifi, 

Minding that. former to be very cleare , that the 
Covenantis everlaſting, the ſame, of the ſame ex- 
rent, the lineall ſeed of the faithfall within it: TI 
now proceed to- the conſideration of the ſecond 
ching, which is,. That the eſtate of Chyifts Charch,. 
| hath bis,and is ſtable and firm, abiding roperperui-: 
il ty: ſomechange in form and adminiftracion , bur 
'| not in matter and relation. Proofe of this I ſhall 

are, having done it before, ro which Ireferre the 


were formerly a partof the Church, and true and 


j dren before they .came to yeares of underſtanding, 
| lawfall Members, from ;4brahaw to Moſes, from 


1 6 'F l/! the Church yer ſtill,;and crac and lawfull Membe 
3 ſeeingrhe Charch or Kingdome is the ſame, coraRY 
f Iiog 


and within the Covenant to Abraham, and fo byjuft. © 


l (; { Covenant of Almighty God, and injury to Abraham ” 
| 


if 
fl ” Fay 02; Now. all doe confeffe, thar Infants or Chil- 


Moſes to Chrit, what ſhoul4 ler them to be apart of 


: 
w* 5 
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ingtotbat of our Lord before deefared, Math. 2r, 
43. And ſeeing the Gentiles they are fellow heires, 
(and bur fellow heires) and of the very ſame Body 
or Church Epheſ.3.6.how can it be imagined on the 

|berty minding the truth , thae Chil- 
dren or Infants o&- the Faithtull , ſhould be now ex- 
cluded, rouching which G o-D bath never ſpoken 
one word,bur the contrary. Sure there is ſomething 
in the diſtriburion which the Apoſtle maketh of 


part of any 


theChurch, Hnsbandsand Wives, Maſters and Ser- 


vants, Parents and Children, yea Children to be e- 
dncated and broughtupin the feare of God, Whar = : 


Oi. 3 


had he to doe with them,if withoutzas theſe acconnt? 
And.beſide, can any imagige that when the Jewes 


; ſhalbegrafred in againe intotheir owa Olive tree, 


Roms. 11. that then their ſeed ſhalbe excluded, and 
lefr our, as not any moxe capable of that grace and 
favour; ſure this were greatly to leſſen their com- 
fort,and much to-diminiſh of the grace of Almigh- 


ty God, 4] 
Oh bur (ſay ſome) what of all this ? if ie were ſo, 
there is no example in the new Teſtament for it? 
Anfwer, no more there is no example for a per- 
ſons Baptizing of himſelfe, or co Baprize others, be- 
ing himſelfe unbaptized : ler any fhew the latrer; I 
ſhall undertake when he hath done, to doe the for- 
mer.Bar there isprecept, or warrant for the latter 
may ſome ſay,namely.that in Rom.10.5.7.Say n0t who 
ſball sfcend into beaven,&c. Surely they are neare 
driven ,. that have no other proof but ſuch for their 
prattiſe:.:Nedab and 'Abihs, and Saul might kave 
made ufe of that proofto their purpoſe,and fo mighe 
thoſe many Proſelyres, who from farre Countries 
D 3 came 
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came to Hieruſalem,and were addedrto the Charch, 
they might, ifchey had bin as wiſe as theſe, have 
ſtayedart home,and Circumciſed themſelves, and (> 
-- | Wight ſerved God: forin like manner they were net rolay, 
30 if who ſball aſcend imo heaven, the Word it being nigh 
EA 1 unro them, Bur they knew otherwile, an'd ſo may 
Rl | | che(e, thatare'to repaire to the Church, whereſhe 


is ro be found; yea though chey ſhould goe as farre 
as the Eanuch wear.to' Hierwſalem,or as the Queen of 
Mat. 12. Shtba, that came from che urmoſt parts of the ear 
43+ ea, our Lord might have ſpared the labour of full- 
filling of rghteonſneſſe,in going over Jordan to Fob 
he might have ſtaycd ar home, and Bapcized him- 
ſelfe,the. Word being nigh uoco him. But it may be * 
they have ſome ocher proofe thaz I doe nor know 
of :. indeed fo have they need, orelle they. arc ina 
poore cale, 4 
Bur a great matter itis with ſome, that Abraham 
had ewo Sonnes, one borneafter the fleth of eAgar 
the Bond-woman,and one borne atrer the Promie, 
by Sarah a Free- woman. . This the Apoſtiefaith is 
an Allegory, G«/.4. In way ofal[uſion to theſe ewo, 
the Apoſtle ſaith that Hitruſalem , that now is, is in 
Bondage, 4« was Hag ar and her Sonne, but Hieruſalem 
that ts above as free,the Mother of us all : hence high 


Notions atcend the minds of ſome, and n 


pon this 


Allegorie noc well underſtood,] ſur 


ppole they build 


aildren from the. 


I: 


| 
i 
' 
| 


l\ very ſtrongly,for the rejeting of C 


Covenant, and purting of them from Baptciſine, the 
ſeale or ſigne of itzunto which marter I anſwere,and 
lay indeed -4Hbrgham had two Sbnnes of two Wo- 
men, Hagar and Sarab,andtheſe were Types of two 
ſtares of people, and did point unto the time of 


grace 
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ce,when the truth and ſubſtance of this was ful- 

led, when Chraſk came unto his own, and they re- 
ceived him nor,but to ſuch as did,be gave power ro be. Jo. 1. 15 
come the Sounes of Ged, lo many as did belceve in his 
name; choſe that did nor, as tie greateſt number did 
not, they became bound, as Hager and her Sonne, 

_ ſa was the preſenr ſtate of Hieruſalem, bur the 

entzles belecving (Children of rhe promiſe) with a 
remnant of the Jewes, were made free hy the Sonne 
through beleeving,and were the Hierwſalem that was 
from above, the Mother of us all : The Hebrewes oc 
Tewes were caft out for unbelief,as che Bond-woman 
and her Sonae were for mocking, and {o werei1 the 
ſame ſtate, and yer ftil! are, chat /ſmacl and all his 

ſteri-je were: But (uch as did imbrace the Sonne, 
and believe, wherher /ewes or Gemules, were made 
free by the Sonne that maketh men free indeed. x, , ,- 
And thus that Allegory is made good,and that Type Net 
fulfilled, and we Genrzles arc as Iſaac, Children of G41. , Þ, 
the promile. | 

- Oh no ſay ſome, Children ofthe promiſe are erne 
(they meane lively) belecvers, and Children of the 
ficſhare Infanrs: this is a marvellous underſtand- 
ing indeed, Ifazct lineally defcending from Abra- 
ham. being an Infanc, was the Sonne of promile, and 
ſowere his Lineall ſced roa thoutand generations, 
that did proceed from him Lineally ; of which Li- 
neall ſeed, ſome were in time, lively beleevers,and 
ſome carnall and voyd of the Spirit; yetall the ho- 
ly ſeedotpromiſe. 

I (may ſome ſay) ir is true, under chat Covenant 
it was (o. I antwere, the Coyecnaat is ſtill the ſame, 
though che Teftamenrs difer, which no way _ 
þ3:1 che 


(4) | 
the caſe. I but (ſay ſome) it is ſayd, If we be Chrifts, 
* 325 then are we Abrahams ſeed 0c. 1 anſwere, it is fo 
ſaydof the Gentiles in oppoſirion to the ewes : rhe 
Gentiles beleeving-are Chriſts as before,and heires ac- 
cording to promiſe, and the promiſe is to the Pa- 
rents and their ſeed, as to 7ſaack and his ſeed. Then 
Iſmael might challenge right, might ſome ſay, 
»waell I ſay was noe child of promiſe, and chough hee 
were Abrahams Lincall ſeed, hee was caſt our, and 
ſo were the Jewes that rejeted Jeſus Chrift, and ſo 
(hall ic fare with the Gentiles when they will noe 
longer owne Zeſus Chriſt, they then ſhall be rejected 
alſo, and the Fewes when they ſhall come to beleeve 
ſhallbe grafted in againe into their own ſtock and 
Olive tree. Rom. 11. A very high myſtery which 
the Apoſtle weuld not have men ignorant (to wit 
us Geniales) of it; that we might feare and not be 
high-minded : but alas, ſome will be ignorant of it, 
whether the Apoſtle will or noe, and be high-min- 
ded alſo, and boaſt againſt the branches as carnal! : 
and for lively beleevers, ſuchas theſe-men meane; 
indeed trnly, and I conceive not unproperly, they 
may be called the ſeedof God, and his Sonnes being 
5-1. borneothim: andif Abraham be honoured by Al- 
mighty Goa to be called their Father, alfohe being 
a Father toall that beleeve; he of old, yea alwaics 
had ſuch among his ſeed, bur knowne only to God, 
that only knoweth the heart and knoweth his own. 
As for theſe what ever they talke, they cannot -as of 
certaine infallibility, ſhew us one of eAbrehams 
Children according to this their ſenſe, bur they 
muſt vaile the matter to charity, andif they would 
pleaſe to extend their charity but a little —_ 
| . they 
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they without any error or abſurdity, may take'in Chil- 
dren alſo. . 

. 1hereareſundry other Scriptures controverted aboac 
\ this marrer and reaſons, proand cor, which for brevity ſake 
I will torbeare, and ſhall only here intiinare, how uncom- 
fortable a Doctrine this is, of denying the lineall ſeed of 
che faithfull co be of the Church, and wirchin the Covenant 
of Almighty God, as of old, for trom chence it muſt needs 
follew, that Parenrs doe bege:c, beare, and bring forth 
. Children ro the Divell : ſure he is much beholding ro 
chem for increaſing his Kingdome, bur what ſad thoughts 
may hereupon atrend them, 1 leave it corthem ro conſider 
that are of ſuch beliefe, and propound to chem, whether 
they could nor thinke ir were as good co burnc, as to marry, 
or at [eaſt ro be baren, as to be fruitfoll and beare Chil- 
dren, and do ſuch ſervice to the Di vel] in the Augmenting 
his number. Butit may be, they will thinke chemſelves, 
chat cheir children hayec no originali fiane, and fo reſolve 

the caſe juſt as ſome doe, 

Indeed ir ſeemeth, that ſuch like ſad and perplexed 
ctheughts or reaſonings ſome of the Church of Cor:xth hap- 
pily bad, whereof they deſired to have reſolation from the 
Apoſtle, who tellerh them, har it one perſon, either Huſ- 
band or Wife be a Beleever, then were their Children ho- 
ly or ſeparate, otherwiſe they were uncleane or common : 
Thisis a very conſiderable matter; ſome knowne thing 
ſure the Apoſtle alladeth nnoto, that he ſpeakerth thus : we 
may take knowledge, rhat of old the Nation and Church 
of the Tewes was holy and ſeparate, and all Narions and 
people elſe, were' common arid gncleane : The ſubſtance 
of which matter ſtanding good, cauſerh the Apoſtle ro in- 
ferre by way of a reaſon here, elfe were your Children common 
or wncleaxe, but now are they holy or ſeparate. This reaſon hach 
little force,or'can give (mallf{atisfQion ts the Corimbians, 
| E unleſle 
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nnleſſe ſome known thing were minded, or naderſtood of 
them. This now is like to be ſomerhiag which rhe Scrip- | 
rure had held forch, which muſt be this, char perſoas nor of 
the Church, nor within the Covenant, were common and 
uncleane. To omitthe many places that might be proda, 
ced our of the Law, wherein there is much accgyed, which 
. apeareth by the Apoſtles alleaging the Law ia like caſe; 
Thar in the 10% of rhe As will informe us concerning 
chis very fully, wheze by a viſion Pecer was taught, not to 
c1ll any common or uncleane, namely rhe Gentiles that did be- 
leeve in him:we may {ee what was counted common or un- 
cleane: ina viſion the creatures of all kiades arc ſhewed 


Ats. 1c 


| him, and heis bidden to cate, he replieth, he never eate 
things common or wncleane: that which Peer was caught by 
this, followeth, not to count the. Geniales belceving, as 
commonand uacleane, andthis appeareth by his under- 
ſtanding of ic, ver. 28. So the other beleevers accounted in 
like manner, thou wenteſt in to men uncircumciled, and 


6 abi: hadft fellowſhip with them, which they accounted com- 


mon and uncleane, ſo was the common ſenſe, as is evi- 
dent,the Tewes meddle nor with the Samaritans; Yee know 

(faich hee) zt i an unlawful thing for & Jew 10 keepe compa- 

! 64. 4. 9.9, @c. but God hath ſhewed, thac I ſhould nor account 
any common or uncleane, that is,. for his kiadred or Nati- 

on, hee meaneth, ſo hee feare God and beleeve, otherwiſe 

the Scripture teacheth, that che beleeverhach noparc. with 

the Inadell, bur muſt come our and rouch no uncleane 

» Cir-6,15 Ring and be ſeparate: Thus is the Apoſtles ſenſe and 
17. meaning fopnd out, a.common and knowne thing : noe 
perlon whatſpeyer fearing God, and beleeving, are ro be 
counted common oruncleane; andas not they, ſo nor their 

ſced ar children; yeaif but one of them be ſuch, which is a 

further extending ofthe graceand fayour to chem, for in- 
couragment, with, comfort co, continue together , make 

| | en1- 
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Children being not uncleanc or common, but the children 
of God, holy and ſeparate, which is the ſecond rhing we 
are co minde, who according to rhe Scripture account 
and the reckoning of them, ro whoin the Scriprute did be- 
belong, were eſteemed holy and ſeparate of o\d inthe Law, 
Der. 7. 6.14. 2.21.29.9. wemay plainly ſee, and rouch« 
ing children in the 9 E/r#2. it is ſayd, ihe holy feed, (oin 
Das. 8. 2412.7. the Apoſtle Peter alleadgethian exhorta- 
tion of the Law to this purpoſe, and applicth it : Beyeeboly, 
for I the Lord your God am holy, 1 Pet. 1.6. according to the 
lubſtance ofthe truth known atid held forth as before, wee 
are to minde the Apoſtle hert, now areyour Children holy or 
ſeparate, and ſo there is great ſatisfation to the beleeving 
party, that kowever their children are the children of God 
and holy, whereas but only for them, they were bur com- 
mon anduncleane: yet now in regard of them, and their 
being in the Covenant, andof the Chutch, their Children 
arc accounted as Children both unto God as of old, and 
holy : as it was ſayd of Iſrael, the Sons which thow haſt borne 
aro me. Thus is this latter ſenſe found our and diſcove- | 
red, and the meaning of the Apoſtle manifeſted, in way of Pi Wi. 
the right of Children ro rhe Covenant, Church eſtate and 
Ordinances (which they are capable of) holy things be- 
longing to holy perſons, ſuch are Children, according to 
the account of the Apoſtle. | 
Bur rhe opponenrs of the right of Children to the Cove- 
nant, Church, Efſtare, and Ordinances, tell us, and would 
have us to beleeve them, that by common or wncleant, is 
meant, Baſtardy, or illegitimacie, and ſo they would have 
the fen{e chus, eHe were your Children Baſtards or illegi- 
timare, but\2ow they are holy, that is, true borne or legiti- 
mate. Truty#hivif a wonderfallunderſtanding, and thar 
which holds forth'tro lighr at all, according tothe Scrip- 
cures, to (atisfie the C PR with the Apoſtles reaſon, 
2 it 
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if one bea beleever,then your Children are trac borne,and 
not Baſtards : T1 ſay noe more to ir, but that ſure it is a Ba- 
ſtardly ſenſe andunderſtanding of the Apoſtles reaſon,and 
that which will make a many. Baſtards in the world, 
and they will hardly|exempt themſelves from the number 
according to their own ground. Burt they rell us furcher,. 
that the ſanRitie of rhe unbeleeyer ro the beleever, is co 
his lawfall uſe, whichis the.ſame (ſay chey)with che holy. 
neſſe ofthe Children: To which 1 anſwere, it is an eafy 
thing to ſay ſo, bur a great deale. harderto prove ir : The 


: Scripture teacheth,that to thepure all things, namely lawfull 


things are pure, and. ſo the wife roche Hupband, andthe 
Husband to.the wife in Gods Ordinance; bur the holynefſe 
of the Children is an other thing, according to the reaſon 


\ of the Apoſtle before ſer forch, which Ideſire may be min- 


ded, and I ſhall need ſay nothing furchec : and craly this 
point of outward or viſible holyneſſe or unholynefſ: of 
commonnelle, and being uncleane, is a point of great con»: 
cernmear, which for want of righe aad due confideration 
great miſtakes doe attend perſons, but I may nor inlarge 
ro ſpeake of ichere, 
Bur yer ſtill rhe matter remaineth to be declared, that per- 
ſons ſo much ſtickar, and'that is an example or precepr fot 
this praQtiſe of Baptizing Children,which before I ſpeake 
unto: I ſhall deſire firſt char they would minde what hath 
bin ſayd before ſeriouſly and withourt prejudice, Secondly 
I deſire they would give ſuch meaſure as they require to re- 
ccive, namely, an example or precept for an Unbaptized 
perſon to Baptiſe himſelfe or others, Thirdly, I would 
pray them to conſider, whether they doe not thinkethe 
Apoſtle would have ſpoken more particularly. concerning * 
the rejeCting of Children, and keeping;ithem off from the 
Church, che cuſtome being ſo ancient, that» Parents wich 
their Children came in together; an example of refuſing 


them 


429) 
them lyerh rather on theirpartro ſhew. Laſty, I will in. 
deavour to ſhew them ſome precepts and exampies : And 
firſtfor examples: Ir is evident, Children were Baptized 
aſwell as men of yeares, unto Aoſes in the Cloud, andin 
the Sea. 1 Cor. 10.2. this is acleare example, and there is 
more in it then ſome are ware of. 

Secondly, there is cleare examples of Baptizing hou(- 
bolds, the Jaylors and Lydia, and the houſhold of Srephanus 
by Paulhimfelfe, 1 Cor.1.16. and as theie, fo queſtionlefle 
other houſholds, as well as thoſe three. *. is a rare thing 
to think there ſhould be no Children. 1f Children with 


their Parents were not, as of old, to enter the Covenant, 
Church-ftate, and Ordinauce of Initiation, Baptiſme now 
as Circumciſion of o1d, ſurely che apoſtle would not have 
ſpoken-ſo generally, and eſpecially conſidering the Pro- | 
ſelytes alway of old brought in their Children with them, 
asapartof the whole: Yea laffirme it isa full example in 


force for a preſident to after times, thar Families may, and 
ought to be Baptized; yea whole Families, for Paul Bapri- 
zed the houſhold of Stephanzs; and there is no example of 
purting by Children at all. And I further adde, that if a 
houſbold, or houſholds fhould be tendered co Bapriſme, 
wherein there were Children or Infants, it Pauls cxample, 
and the other ſhould bealledged for pattern : I ſuppoſe 
_ they had need have an cxamphe at the leaſt, if not a Prc- 

cept to refule the doing of it, unleſſe they would wilifally 
ſhew they are nor the tollowers of him, as he was of Chriff; 1 Co, 13. 
that wonld bave Children co come unto him, and nor to be 1- 
forbidden, there being nocoming to him here , bur in his M* '9- 
Church, eſpecially when he hath ſayd that of ſuch are his * * 
Kingdome, | 

Thirdly, the Children of the Church of Celoſwere Bap- 
tized as is plaine, the whole Church were buried wich 


Chriſt in Baptiſme, as the whole Church oi old were Cir- 
E|3 cumci- 


(.30) 
camciſed; andas of old, they were Baptized onto Aoſe, 
as before. Now a part of the Church were Children, Ce- 
loſ. 3.20,21. 

Bur further, rhere,is the plaine order and command of 
Jeſus Chriſt for the Baprizing of Children , which I make 
appeare thus, Abraham Was to be made according to Gods 
Covenantunto him, a Father of many Nations, and fo were 
his ſeed to be : the Jews for atime, were the only people : 
bur the time carne , the Kingdome was to be taken from 
them,and givento a Nation,the Genriles,that ſhould bring 
forth the fruir of it. Many Nations are to be Abrahams, 
and co have him for their Father. Now all theſe Nations, 
according to the expreſſe command of Chriſt, in the 29, 

Math. tg. are to be Baptized, and who dare gainfay him ? 
Rv. 4 15, Now however, it is poffible, though nothing likely, there 
ſhould be three Families,and no Children in them; yer that 
thereſhould be Narions and no Children, is altogether 
impoſhble. But the Nation,aad all Nations that imbrace 
Chriſt, are to be Baptized, according to Chriſts command, 
and ſo Children as a party, even as of old, they were a part 
of rhe Nationct the Jewes, and Circumciſed, yea and Bap- 
tized unto CHMoſes, as before. The Nations thatare made 
Abrahams (eed; the Nations that are ſaved; the Kingdomes 
p which (hall become the Kingdomes of our Lord, muft 
'Y i, 21, needs receive Cireſis badge, and be Baptizedaccording to 
2-4. his will and plea(ure,one parc of thoſe being Childreg;nor 
come tounderſtanding. And upon what ground I know 
not,that any ſhould curcaile the Nations, which according 
to $945 promile, Abraham was to be a Father of, by cutting 
oft one part,to wit Children, when itis ſo manifeſt a thing, 
Children were one part of the Jewiſh Nation, and equally 
intereſſedin the Covenant, and in Abraham for a Farther 
alſo, aſwell as perſons oi yeares. And that Nation when it 
iha!] be bora againe in one day; ſhalbecomplear, and ſhall 
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not be a part »y leaving their Children behiad chem. T his 
learning the .Scripeure doth fully and very plentifully 
teach; yer ſome will conclude, as an inconveniencie fo!- 
- lowing thereon, char if ir were ſo, then chere maſt needs 
be Nationall Churches , which followerth no more nece(- 
ſarily from ir,rhen ryches followerh from the Law,alledg- 
ed about the maintenance of the Miniſterie, + Cor, 9. 14. 
The Inſtication of Chr in the one and other carryeth the 
force, and is robe regarded. 

Bur it may be yd, and is by ſome, that inthe 28 Mar. 
19. our Lord requireth, that they be firſt raughr, and then 
Baptized, which Children cannor be; hereunto I ſay that 
this (firſt) is their owne quoin, and an addirion nor to be 
ſuffered : Nations are to be made Chriſts Diſciples by Bap- 
tiſme, teaching is neceſſary before and after, concerning 
the knowledge of God in Jeſms (rift; if perſons of yeares 
are firſt ro be taughe the knowledge of CHRIST, and then 
Bapriſed, it doth not follow at all, concerning Children in 
che leaſt, which are alwaies included in their Parents ,_ as 
the proſelytes of old were to be taught the knowledge 
of the God of 7ſracl, before they were received to Circum- 
cifion the Ordinance of Initiation, bur not ſo rheic Chil- 
dren: indeed it were moſt unreaſonable to require it of 
them, or to refuſe them becauſe of ir, when nature by rime 
bath nor done its part; yer if any will inforce this ſo. as by: 
wringing the noſe to cauſe blood, ler them reach children 
of 10 daies old if they pleaſe, for to refuſe rhem Baprtiſme, 
rhey may not, for no condicionall If, may be put in their 
calc, as there wasnone in Circumciſion of old. If any ſhall 
ſay, thus we learne Chrift of Moſes, I anſwere and ſay, itis 
very lawfull for us ſo ro do, for he wrought of him: and 
ſurely ir is a very froward & obſcure way of reaſoning, to 
{er the Children, in way of opoſitionro the Parears in the 
calc of belceving,& of intereſt in the Covenar of Almighty 
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God, which che holy Scripture never doth, nor teacherh 
us to doe, no not by one inſtance or example : in theScrip. 
ture, Nation is oppoſed and ſer in oppoſition to Nation 
ewes againſt Greeks, and other Geatzles, Families, againft 
Families; and Beleevers againſt Infidells; but nor Parents 
again{ Children, according as theſe men doe. | 

Thus both example and preceptis ſhewed in the caſe of 
Bapriſme of Children, which if neither could have bin 
fhewed, a juſt conſequence is a reall demonſtration of rhe 
will and pleaſure of God, as'in other caſes, ſo in this-of 
Baptiſme, and thar may be gathered (and is fully) in the 
former part of this Diſcourſe, bath negatively and affir- 
matively deduced: I leave the further conſideration of ic, 
and the whole matter to. be conſidered of by thoſe thar 
lave the truth; whom the God of truth lead inro all rrach 
for his Sonnes ſake, eAmer. 


